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Taitaja9
• for primary school students

Taitaja
• national skills competition for students

in initial VET

TaitajaPLUS

Taitaja event - three in one

TaitajaPLUS
• national skills competition for VET 

students with disabilities and special
needs

Skills Finland
• allots the rights to arrange the competitions

for the local VET provider
• helps and coordinates the process to 

arrange the competitions.



Objectives: competitions as a tool to 
develop vocational education

Skills Competitions – supporting the 
national objectives

• increase the quality and valuation of vocational education and training (VET)
• get publicity for VET
• increase the attraction of VET• increase the attraction of VET
• encourage students to improve their professional and entrepreneurial skills
• promoting internationalisation of VET, especially via new virtual networks
• creating new learning environments for students 
• offering new learning possibilities, developing vocational excellence
• developing the system of demonstrations
• offering possibilities for national and international benchmarking and self-evaluation.



• for primary school students
• a new kind of tool for guidance, learning by doing
• the aim is to introduce different industrial sectors 

and professions, training and vocational schools to 
both pupils and their teaches

• the aim to increase cooperation between 
vocational and primary schools and companiesvocational and primary schools and companies

• school semi-finals, regional semi-finals, national 
finals at Taitaja

• at Taitaja2010 during Tuesday.

Tasks
• duration 1-5 minutes
• team work 
• easy to implement
• inspiring
• judging  has to be easy > right/wrong.





• competiton for VET-students, under the age of 21
• organised once a year
• VET providers take the responsibility
• organisation is connected to the daily work of VET schools
• additional events like  conferencies, education expo etc• additional events like  conferencies, education expo etc
• 400 contracts with co-operators in Taitaja2010, half of them are 

companies
• companies involved in the arrangements
• 1 450 partisipants at semi-finals, 450 at finals
• 50 000 visitors



National finals:
40 skills
450 competitors
1000 officers
50 000 visitors

Skill-based pre-semi-finals at schools

Skill-based pre-semi-finals at schools

Skill-based pre-semi-finals at schools

Skill-based pre-semi-finals at schools

Skill-based semi-finals
1 450 competitors

50 000 visitors
Skill-based pre-semi-finals at schools

Skill-based pre-semi-finals at schools





Focus to for example

• Try a trade
• Entrepreneurship
• Study paths
• Taitaja9• Taitaja9
• TaitajaPLUS







Taitaja competitions 2001-2010

year place date

competito
rs in 
semifinals

comp
etitior
s in 
fina-
ls

Off. 
skill
s

D 
skil
ls

HM 
skil
ls

PL
US 
skil
ls visitors

media
hits

number of 
arranged
semifinals partners

2001 Lahti 18.-20.1.2001 300 28 20 000 100

2002 Imatra 16.-18.1.2002 534 32 14 950 350

2003 Jyväskylä 29.-31.1.2003 1 001 34 32 600 470

2004 Seinäjoki 22.-24.01.2004 1 100 291 36 30 000 620

2005 Turku 19.-21.1.2005 1 198 281 36 4 1 40 000 700

2006 Tampere 25.-27.1.2006 1 218 300 37 2 2 38 000 800

2007 Joensuu 31.1.-2.2.2007 1 108 270 36 1 1 33 500 900

2008
Espoo-
Uusimaa 16.-19.4.2008 1 205 338 39 1 6 5 65 000 700 380

2009 Vaasa 25.-27.3.2009 1 385 369 37 2 5 5 46 286 900 74 454

2010 Oulu 27.-29.4.2010 1 473
398

(450) 40 5 5 400



Mitalisteja



Partners


