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HAMK in Finland and in Europe
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Finnish (93%), Swedish Official languages

Helsinki (ca 560,000 
inhabitants)

Capital

528 kmMax. breadth

1140 kmMax. length

338,144 km2Total area

17 inhabitants/km2Average population 
density

5.3 millionPopulation

Finland in a nutshell

w w w . h a m k . f i / s k i l l s

EuroCurrency

Evangelic-Lutheran 85%, 
Orthodox 1%

Religion

100%Literacy level

Since 1995Member of EU

Ms Tarja Halonen (since 
March 2000)

President

Parliamentary republic 
since 1917

Form of government

Finnish (93%), Swedish 
(6%)

Official languages



Education System of Finland
Students at universities of 

applied sciences receive both 
theoretical knowledge and 

practical skills in their chosen 
field of study.

There are 27 universities of 
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There are 27 universities of 
applied sciences in Finland.

130,000 students
24,000 starting places in 

full-time education
6,000 starting places in 

part-time education



HAMK 
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HAMK 
Organisation



Organisation

• HAKKY determines the 
objectives concerning the key 
operations and finances.

• HAMK is a higher education 
institution, which is authorised 

HAKKY

HAMK

around 7500 students and 
around 1050 in vocational 

teacher education

HAMI

around 375 
students

(secondary 
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Maintained by  the Häme 
Municipal Federation for 

Professional Higher Education 
(HAKKY), formed by six member 

municipalities.

institution, which is authorised 
by the government. The 
authorisation determines the 
educational mission, field of 
education and student 
numbers.

• HAMK has autonomy in its 
own internal affairs.

(tertiary education)
(secondary 
education)



Vocational Teacher Education

� Vocational teacher education

The largest vocational teacher education unit 
in Finland:
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� Vocational special teacher training
� Vocational study counsellor training
� Driving instructor training 

(the only one in Finland)



HAMK Vocational Teacher Education Unit 
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HAMK Vocational Teacher Education Unit 
trains teachers and instructors for the needs 
of upper secondary and adult VET, 
polytechnic education and
driving instruction on four study programmes.



Vocational teacher education

Vocational teacher education is intended
for people wishing to teach at
universities of applied sciences 
(polytechnics),
vocational institutions and
in the field of adult education and
training.

Vocational guidance counsellor 
education

Vocational guidance counsellor education
is continuing teacher education
intended for people who have
completed teacher education and
who are already working as or who
are aiming to become vocational
guidance counsellors.
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Vocational special
needs teacher education

Vocational special needs teacher
education is continuing teacher education
intended for people who have
completed teacher education and
who are already working as or who
are aiming to become vocational
special needs teachers.

Driving instructor training

The programme provides students
aiming to become driving instructors
with the capabilities to complete the
national driving instructor examination
according to the requirements of
the Ministry of Transport and 
Communications.
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The purpose of HAMK 
Skills Trainers´ Academy 
is to promote and support 

HAMK Skills Trainers´ Academy (est. 1.1.2008)
operates as a member of Skills network.
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is to promote and support 
the development of 
vocational top expertice 
by the means of training 
and recearch.



HAMK Skills Trainers´ Academy is a competence hub buil t
within the HAMK Vocational Teacher Education Unit

Academy promotes top expertice in many ways:

• organises training for specialists in Skills –activities
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• supports the maintenance of the network of such specialists

• promotes top expertice throught projects, recearch and publications

• disseminates the good practices in the field of VET

• generally supports national and local skills-projects and encourages
teachers and trainers to get involved and collaborate
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3 points 9 points 18 points



Competition 
specialist 
training

Impact of Academy´s activities
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Quality assurance 
of competitions

Promoting the development of 
vocational top-expertice

training

The quality and 
attractiveness of VET



Starting up national competition activities for special needs
competitions is one of the functions of HAMK Skills Trainers´
Academy.

Even before the establishment of the academy HAMK University of 

HAMK Skills Trainers´ Academy 
supporting Abilympics / TaitajaPLUS
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Even before the establishment of the academy HAMK University of 
Applied Sciences played an active part in starting up Abilympics 
operations in Finland:

• HAMK has held start-up seminars, wich created a network of 
all those interested in the operations

• HAMK subsequently began offering Abilympics coach
training in partnership with other members of the network.



Thank you very much for your attention!
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Contact information

Tuomas Eerola Sara Kaloinen
Executive Manager Assistant
HAMK Skills Trainers´ Academy HAMK Skills Trainers´ Ac ademy
tuomas.eerola@hamk.fi sara.kaloinen@hamk.fi
www.hamk.fi/skills www.hamk.fi/skills
+358405878188 +35836463381


